Friday, April 25
Deuteronomy 24:1 – 22


Commentators generally agree that the first few verses in this chapter regarding divorce are meant to put controls on the practice existing in the ancient Near East, which was widespread. The Hebrew phrasing here is difficult, but most agree that God is presenting laws meant to highlight the seriousness of divorce and to try to prevent its practice when possible. It’s important here to note that God is not condemning all of the women and men involved in divorce, but the frivolity of divorce without serious cause. Over and over in the Old Testament and the New Testament, God illustrates His concern for women entrapped in situations of abuse. He does not condone abuse within a marriage, nor does He expect an abused spouse to remain in an abusive situation.  The importance of a good marriage is exampled by verse 5.

Verses 6 and 7 illustrate the laws against kidnapping in many nations in the ancient Near East. God treats this as though it were murder. To Him, taking the right of a man to earn a living, or to live in freedom, was as bad as murder. In those days, the laws sometimes applied to aliens, residents, and slaves alike; others did not. However, the humane treatment of all men and women was never a matter of resident or alien or slave. The times of destruction applied to God’s justice on pagan lands and His own nation; they did not apply when it came to the way individuals should treat one another in day to day life. 


Other nations also had laws meant to prevent the spread of leprosy. Miriam’s situation is probably mentioned as an example of the fear and seriousness of the disease and a reminder of the importance of obeying the cleansing laws. By the time of Jesus, it was widely believed that leprosy was a curse from God and that only God could cure it, so when Jesus cured the disease, those religious leaders observing Him realized that it was a claim to be the Son of God.   


The rest of the chapter concerns the just, but humane treatment of people for one another. 
